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LETTER  OF  TRANSMITTAL 


Reno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1917. 

To  His  Excellency ,  Emmet  D.  Boyle,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Nevada. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law,  we  herewith  submit 
our  report  of  the  work  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  for  the  two 
biennial  terms  ending  December  31,  1916. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

G.  F.  TALBOT, 

President. 

Jeanne  Elizabeth  Wier,  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


Carson  City,  Nevada,  January  1,  1917. 

To  His  Excellency,  The  Governor. 

Sir:  Since  the  installation,  four  years  ago,  of  the  exhibit  in  the 
building  erected  under  Act  of  the  Legislature,  the  work  of  the  Nevada 
Historical  Society  has  progressed  favorably.  This,  as  well  as  the  advance¬ 
ment  from  the  time  of  its  organization,  has  been  due  largely  to  the 
gratuitous  efforts  made  by  the  numerous  members  of  the  Society,  including 
County  Vice-Presidents  and  members  of  the  Council,  and  the  Secretary, 
who  has  continued  to  labor  zealously  and  energetically  to  advance  the 
Society,  and  who  has  served  for  years  without  compensation.  Grateful 
appreciation  is  acknowledged  also  for  the  assistance  of  many  persons  who 
have  made  or  secured  donations  for  the  collection  or  otherwise  aided, 
including  all  who  assisted  in  the  historical  pageant  which  the  Society 
deemed  important  to  give  for  the  educational  benefit  of  the  young  and 
the  public  in  connection  with  the  Fourth  of  July  Carnival  and  Admission 
Day  celebration  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  Statehood. 

As  the  purposes  of  the  Society  become  better  known,  the  contributions 
increase,  as  shown  by  the  large  numbers  more  recently.  The  obtaining 
of  many  of  these  has  been  made  possible  by  information  and  assistance 
from  the  numerous  members  of  the  organization  residing  in  different 
parts  of  the  State.  As  with  other  enterprises,  the  most  has  been  accom¬ 
plished  by  those  who  have  taken  special  interest  in  the  work.  Upon  these 
largely  depends  the  advancement  of  the  Society. 

As  the  collection  grows  it  becomes  more  useful;  there  are  more  calls 
for  information ;  more  attention  is  required  to  meet  the  desires  of  persons 
wishing  to  consult  the  manuscripts  and  to  view  the  exhibits ;  and  the  cor¬ 
respondence  has  been  increased  by  enlarged  demands  for  information  by 
mail.  The  most  important  work  for  the  Society  at  this  early  period  is 
the  collection  of  material,  much  of  which  must  be  obtained  now  or  never. 
It  has  been  the  endeavor  to  accomplish  as  much  as  possible  with  the 
means  at  hand,  and  the  result  is  not  so  bad  in  comparison  with  other 
historical  societies,  which  are  provided  with  and  expend  from  five  to  ten 
times  as  much  annually. 

Appropriations  heretofore  made  have  been  hardly  more  than  sufficient 
for  maintenance.  Collectors  from  other  States  are  taking  away  valuable 
materials  because  Nevada  has  not  provided  money  for  field  work  neces¬ 
sary  to  gather  them,  nor  for  housing,  cataloguing  or  convenient  exhibition 
of  such  as  are  obtained.  A  few  thousand  dollars  more  would  permit  the 
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doing  of  field  work,  which  would  result  in  fourfold  benefit  in  securing  and 
preserving  important  matter  relating  to  the  history  of  the  past  and  that 
which  is  making,  day  by  day,  in  this  Commonwealth. 

The  accompanying  detailed  report  of  the  Secretary  shows  the  transac¬ 
tions,  progress,  and  needs  of  the  organization. 

Yours  sincerely  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Society  and  State, 

G.  F.  TALBOT, 

President, 


SECRETARY’S  REPORT 


Office  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society, 

Reno,  Nevada,  January  1,  1917. 

To  His  Excellency ,  Emmet  D.  Boyle,  Governor  of  Nevada. 

Dear  Sir:  The  Secretary  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society,  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  law,  submits  this  report  of  the  transactions  and  work  of  the 
organization.  At  no  other  time  since  the  founding  of  the  Society  has  the 
pressure  of  other  duties  so  insistently  driven  out  or  pushed  into  the  back¬ 
ground  the  equally  necessary  labor  of  recording  progress  made  and  of 
preparing  a  careful  statement  of  future  needs.  In  1915  the  report  was 
completed  too  late  for  publication,  hence  we  combine  herewith  the  two 
biennial  reports,  which,  while  hastily  compiled,  purpose  to  give  a  faithful 
account  of  the  stewardship  for  the  State. 

I.  Objects  of  the  Society. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  are  threefold:  First,  and  most  important, 
to  bring  to  one  centrally  located  place  and  there  to  preserve  information 
relating  to  the  antecedents  of  every  phase  of  development  in  Nevada; 
second,  to  aid  in  the  promotion  of  studies  which  will  use  this  information 
to  facilitate  the  further  development  of  the  State;  third,  to  extend  the 
knowledge  of  the  resources  and  advantages  of  Nevada  to  citizens  of  other 
States  and  to  diffuse  within  this  Commonwealth  a  knowledge  of  those 
factors  wffiich  are  related  to  the  future  material  and  moral  progress  of 
~  the  State.  In  other  words,  its  work  is  preservative,  digestive,  and  dis¬ 
tributive.  Its  methods  of  action  are  through  library,  museum,  publi¬ 
cations,  affiliated  organizations,  as  the  Pioneer  Society,  and  gratuitous 
v_  service  in  consultation  and  advice. 

II.  The  Historical  Society  and  the  Legislatures  of  1913  and  1915. 

For  the  past  four  years  comparatively  little  effort  has  been  made  with 
the  State  Legislatures  to  bring  the  needs  of  the  organization  to  the  notice 
of  individual  members.  This  is  very  necessary,  work  and  especially  so 
because  of  the  want  of  printed  information  about  the  Society.  But  time 
did  not  permit  of  this  personal  work.  Each  sessiomappropriated  $5,000 
for  the  biennium.  In  addition  there  was  a  remainder  of  about  $100  on 
theliuTIding  fund  of  the  previous  year.  By  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  1915 
the  Pioneer  Collection,  donated  by  the  Society  of  Pacific  Coast  Pioneers  in 
Virginia  City  to  the  State  in  1887,  was  given  into  the  custody  of  the 
Nevada  Historical  Society,  and  $125  was  appropriated  for  the  packing, 
moving,  and  inventorying  of*  the  same.  This  valuable  collection  was 
brought  to  Reno  in  March,  1915. 

III.  Activities  of  the  Society,  1913-1916. 

In  the  beginning  of  each  of  the  two  bienniums  here  reviewed,  it  was 
the  earnest  expectation  of  the  Executive  Council  that  a  larger  sum  would 
be  made  available  for*  the  historical  work  in  Nevada.  At  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  each  session,  therefore,  when  it  was  realized  that  only  a  small 
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sum  was  made  possible  by  legislation,  the  problem  was  met  by  selecting 
from  the  many  desirable  fields  of  activity  those  which  seemed  to  be  most 
imperative.  The  building  must  be  furnished,  the  semicentennial  must 
not  pass  unnoticed,  library  and  museum  donations  must  be  received  and 
cared  for.  The  only  large  item  of  expense  which  could  possibly  be  elim¬ 
inated  was  that  of  paid  expert  labor.  Hence  the  Secretary  has  been 
compelled  during  these  four  years,  as  previously,  to  keep  the  institution 
running  through  the  utilization  of  time  snatched  from  rest  and  recreation. 
And,  even  so,  much  has  been  neglected. 

1 .  Meetings  and  Celebrations  :  Since  both  time  and  revenue  have  been 
limited,  attention  was  concentrated  on  the  celebration  of  the  Semicen¬ 
tennial  of  Nevada’s  Statehood  in  1914.  A  historical  pageant  of  Nevada 
history  was  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  on  the  Mackay 
Athletic  Field  at  the  University  on  the  evening  of  July  2,  1914,  before 
the  largest  audience  ever  assembled  on  the  Mackay  field  and  the  third 
largest  in  the  State’s  history.  The  emphasis  of  the  pageant  was  upon 
the  building  of  the  State,  although  the  entire  life  of  the  Commonwealth 
was  depicted  from  its  beginnings  in  the  Spanish  Territory  and  the  Mex¬ 
ican  Cession  down  to  the  throbbing  living  present.  A  historical  pageant 
has  been  called  "a  prayer  of  aspiration”  and  this  one  was  truly  an  attempt 
at  looking  toward  greater  things  for  the  new  Western  State  where  even 
yet  the  children  may  sit  at  the  feet  of  their  grandparents  and  hear  from 
those  lips  the  stories  of  the  beginnings  of  civilization  in  what  is  now  a 
stable  and  progressive  State  of  the  Union.  Directly  by  word  of  mouth 
and  touch  of  hand  are  transmitted  those  vital  feelings  of  belongingness 
to  a  something  that  has  become  great  through  sacrifice.  Yet  all  too 
seldom  have  we  paused  in  the  rushing  life  of  this  new  State  to  give 
opportunities  for  voicing  such  feelings.  Hence  in  this  pageant  with  its 
hundreds  of  participants  was  found  a  civic  community  value  which  dollars 
and  cents  cannot  measure.  That  the  various  scenes  were  in  the  main 
enacted  by  the  descendants  of  those  Pioneers  who  had  made  the  history 
was  another  element  of  value. 

At  the  request  of  many  citizens  who  were  unavoidably  absent  from  Reno 
in  July  the  pageant  was  repeated  in  connection  with  the  Semicentennial 
Celebration  in  October.  In  this  latter  event  some  five  hundred  people, 
old  and  young,  participated .  The  presentation  to  the  State  of  the  famous 
Gridley  Sanitary  Sack  of  Flour  by  Mrs.  Josephine  Gridley  Wood  was  the 
most  striking  feature  of  this  second  production.  The  Semicentennial 
Celebration  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society  in  October  extended 
from  October  29  to  November  1.  An  account  of  this  event  will  he  found 
in  the  Historical  Papers  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society.  It  included 
the  pageant,  costume  ball,  Pioneer  luncheon,  and  Sunday  patriotic  service. 

As  a  direct  result  of  the  Semicentennial  Celebration  in  1914,  the  Society 
of  Nevada  Pioneers  was  organized  October  30,  1914,  as  an  auxiliary  of 
the  Nevada  Historical  Society  to  aid  in  "  perpetuating  the  history  of  those 
early  days  and  bequeathing  to  later  generations  the  traditions  of  courage 
and  strength  and  perseverance  and  frankness  and  generosity  which 
characterized  Pioneer  life.”  The  Nevada  Historical  Society  was  made  the 
custodian  of  the  Pioneer  archives.  An  account  of  the  organization  of  the 
Pioneers  is  given  in  the  Papers  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society.  The 
subsequent  meetings  of  the  Pioneer  Society  have  been  held  in  the  Nevada 
Historical  Society  building,  and  have  been  largely  attended  by  the  Pioneers 
and  their  friends.  At  the  meeting  of  March  4,  1915,  the  following  resolu- 
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tions,  which  were  drafted  by  a  committeeman,  Mr.  R.  L.  Fulton,  and 
slightly  amended  by  the  members,  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved ,  That  the  collection  in  the  rooms  of  the  Historical  Society  is  of  the 
utmost  interest  and  value. 

Resolved ,  That  the  State  of  Nevada  owes  it  to  itself,  to  the  Pioneers  who  risked 
their  lives  and  fortunes  in  laying  the  foundations  for  the  home  of  our  beloved 
community,  to  the  future  generations  who  will  value  every  relic,  every  scrap  of 
history  and  every  memento  of  our  early  days,  to  the  historian  who  will  write  the 
record  into  the  history  of  the  world,  to  provide  the  means  for  gathering  together 
the  scattered  books,  letters  and  relics  of  all  kinds  which  will  soon  be  destroyed 
and  forever  lost  unless  secured  at  once. 

Resolved ,  That  these  and  all  future  collections  deserve  a  building  of  ample 
size  properly  arranged  and  fireproof  in  every  particular. 

Resolved ,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  Governor  and 
to  the  Honorable  Senate  and  Assembly  with  an  earnest  request  that  they  pro¬ 
vide  such  an  appropriation  as  will  place  the  Nevada  Historical  Society  in  a 
position  to  secure  all  historical  objects,  such  as  letters,  pictures,  books  and  other 
valuable  mementos  of  the  fast-disappearing  race  of  Pioneers  who  did  so  much  to 
ennoble  and  dignify  this  grand  State,  and  will  enable  its  Secretary  to  interview 
all  the  men  and  women  who  may  be  able  to  add  to  the  records.  We  ask  that 
the  State  Government  endeavor  to  formulate  a  plan  looking  toward  the  erection 
two  years  hence  of  a  permanent  and  commodious  building  for  the  housing  of  the 
rapidly  growing  collection  where  the  public  may  at  all  times  have  easy  access  to 
the  records  in  order  that  this  generation  and  the  children  after  them  may  learn 
to  appreciate  the  State  and  to  take  pride  in  its  history.  We  believe  that  this 
matter  has  been  too  long  neglected,  and  that  it  has  not  received  the  attention 
it  deserves.  We  earnestly  request  our  State  Government  and  the  Legislature  to 
give  it  aid  and  encouragement. 

Resolved ,  That  since  the  President  of  the  University  is  a  stranger  to  this  State 
and  to  its  history,  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  as  expressive  of  the  sentiment  of 
the  Pioneers  on  this  phase  of  educational  work,  be  sent  to  him  also. 

(Signed)  Chas.  H.  Rulison,  President. 

C.  Gulling,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Judge  Virden  of  Reno  is  now  the  President  of  the  Pioneer  Society. 

Another  meeting  of  importance  during  the  last  four  years  was  the  flag¬ 
raising  exercises  on  June  10,  1913,  during  the  G.  A.  R.  encampment  in 
Reno.  This  event  served  also  as  the  formal  opening  of  the  new  Historical 
Building.  An  account  of  the  exercises  may  be  found  in  the  Papers  of 
the  Nevada  Historical  Society. 

2.  The  Nevada  Historical  Society  Building  :  With  the  $5,000  appro¬ 
priated  by  the  Twenty-fifth  Legislature  a  lot  was  secured~and~a  brick 
building  thirty  feetl>y  sixty  was  erected.  Naturally,  however,  this  sum 
-could  not  be  stretched” to  cover  furniture  and  the  many  miscellaneous 
items  which  the  contract  for  a  bare  building  cannot  include.  Moreover 
while  there  were  those  who  predicted  that  a  thirty-by-sixty  room  could 
never  be  filled  by  the  Society’s  collection,  yet,  within  three  months  from 
the  time  of  removal  to  this  building,  all  were  forced  to  admit  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  a  mezzanine  floor  for  housing  the  rapidly  growing  museum  col¬ 
lection.  Accordingly  the  balcony  was  built  in  June,  1913,  and  an  office 
and  lavatory  provided  on  the  lower  floor.  Home-made  pine  bookcases 
and  museum  cases  were  constructed  from  time  to  time  by  the  Secretary 
with  the  aid  of  a  student  at  the  University  and  later  assisted  by  a  car¬ 
penter.  The  one  large  exhibition  room  was  minus  a  ceiling  save  for  the 
two  large  historical  canvasses  stretched  over  the  beams  through  the  center 
of  the  room.  The  iron  roof,  while  necessary  for  protection  against  fire, 
allowed  both  cold  and  soot  to  penetrate  the  entire  building.  The  Secre¬ 
tary,  therefore,  took  advantage  of  the  fire  sale  of  the  Nevada  Hardware 
Company  and  purchased  several  rolls  of  damaged  building  paper  from 
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which  the  best  parts  were  selected  and  tacked  over  the  beams  for  a  tem¬ 
porary  ceiling.  The  joists  were  then  stained  with  a  cheap  preparation  and 
the  room  was  thus  made  to  present  a  neater  appearance.  More  recently 
heating  apparatus  has  been  installed,  which  makes  the  building  comfort¬ 
able  in  winter.  Little  could  be  done  to  improve  the  exterior  of  the  plain 
brick  structure,  but  with  the  aid  of  a  few  loads  of  soil  and  some  grass 
and  flower  seeds  a  lawn  was  provided,  vines  and  shrubs  started,  and  the 
place  made  to  look  more  like  other  more  richly  endowed  state  insti¬ 
tutions. 

3.  Work  of  Collection: 

Collecting  Trips  by  the  Secretary:  With  no  adequate  provision  for  clerical 
assistance  to  take  charge  of  the  office  work  during  her  absence  and  with 
a  full  share  of  duties  at  the  University,  it  is  apparent  that  little  could  be 
accomplished  by  the  Secretary  in  the  way  of  going  out  into  the  State  and 
.exploring  or  prospecting  for  historical  data  and  relics.  Yet  a  few  such 
trips  have  been  made  with  good  results  as,  for  example,  the  acquisition 
of  the  famous  Gridley  Sack  of  Flour  through  what  seemed  at  the  time 
like  a  "  wild-goose  chase”  to  Modesto,  Cal.,  on  June  11,  1914.  Also  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Nevada  some  important  results  have  come  from  hurried 
collecting  tours.  Of  some  of  these  trips  it  may  be  said  that  the  full 
results  are  not  yet  discernible,  for  here  as  in  other  matters  time  must  be 
given  for  fruit  to  ripen. 

Voluntary  Contributions  and  Gifts :  Among  the  most  encouraging  features 
of  the  four  years  has  been  the  increasing  interest  shown  by  individuals 
in  sending  historical  contributions  unsolicited  and  also  in  volunteering 
information  as  to  the  location  of  still  other  relics  and  data.  Many 
hundreds  of  items  have  come  to  us  in  this  way,  including  the  large  Col. 
Conboie  Collection,  the  Capt.  Davis  Loan  Collection,  the  various  gifts  of 
J.  Holman  Buck  and  Thomas  Pepper  of  Mina,  the  many  books  and  papers 
received  from  Mrs.  A.  T.  Dorinels,  Mr.  R.  L.  Fulton,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  0.  Sessions  of  Reno,  the  Boohers  and  Mayer-Bangs  families  of  Elko, 
as  also  scores  of  other  donors  too  numerous  to  mention  in  this  connection. 
The  possession  of  a  comparatively  fireproof  building  has,  as  was  predicted, 
called  forth  from  hiding  places  and  old  storerooms  the  historical  treasures 
of  Nevada  citizens  who  are  proud  to  exhibit  their  relics  where  all  may 
see  and  enjoy. 

The  State  Press:  Among  the  many  giving  this  voluntary  but  highly 
prized  service,  the  state  press  heads  thq  list  with  its  inestimable  contribu¬ 
tion  of  the  daily  and  weekly  newspapers  as  well  as  its  publication  of  news 
items  which  serve  to  keep  the  public  in  constant  remembrance  of  the 
function  and  needs  of  the  Society. 

The  Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  through  free  transportation 
as  well  as  by  the  gift  of  the  splendid  P.  P.  I.  E.  canvas  of  the  Truckee- 
Carson  Irrigation  Project,  has  also  greatly  assisted  the  Society  in  its 
endeavors. 

4.  \\  ork  of  Arrangement:  The  labor  of  making  the  collections 
available  for  use  by  the  public  consists  of  two  principal  kinds :  (a)  the 
systematizing  and  placing  in  order  upon  the  shelves,  tables  or  walls  of 
the  various  exhibits ;  (b)  the  cataloguing  of  the  materials  so  that  a  complete 
record  is  available  and  in  order  that  any  particular  object  may  be  readily 
located.  1  ho  first  part  of  this  work  has  been  done,  not  once,  but  soveral 
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times  over,  as  the  changes  in  buildings  have  necessitated.  Today  both 
the  museum  and  library  are  in  fairly  good  form.  But,  aside  from  acces¬ 
sioning  additions  as  they  arrive,  the  work  of  cataloguing  was,  because  of 
the  lack  of  proper  assistance,  untouched  until  November,  1916,  when  a 
cataloguer  was  employed  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  and  a  beginning 
has  thus  been  made  in  reducing  the  collection  to  order.  At  present,  it 
may  be  said,  our  effort  is  concentrated  upon  the  task  of  marking  each 
exhibit  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  it  self-interpretative  to  the  public  and 
to  identify  it  in  event  of  the  sudden  removal  of  the  present  Secretary,  who 
alone  has  knowledge  of  the  entire  collection. 

5.  Work  of  Publication:  In  addition  to  the  Third  Biennial  Report 
the  Secretary,  with  the  kindly  aid  of  the  State  Printer,  published  in 
October,  1914,  a  twenty-nine  page  pamphlet,  entitled  "Some  Suggestions 
for  Public  School  Celebration  of  Nevada’s  Semicentennial  of  Statehood, 
October  31,  1914.”  Comprehended  within  this  little  booklet  are  nineteen 
poems,  seven  prose  selections,  and  two  instructional  articles  designed  to 
inculcate  national  and  state  patriotism.  This  is  the  first  compilation 
issued  thus  far  for  the  use  of  Nevada  schools,  and  is  but  an  earnest  of 
what  we  hope  may  be  accomplished  in  the  future. 

In  the  biennial  report  some  truly  documentary  material  was  published, 
taking  the  form  of  reminiscences  by  Pioneers.  Three  products  of  his¬ 
torical  investigation  were  also  printed  for  the  first  time,  besides  more 
general  descriptive  and  argumentative  articles.  Sixteen  of  the  thirty-two 
illustrations  were  reproductions  of  old  historic  maps  and  pictures.  As 
set  forth  in  the  Third  Biennial  Report,  page  20,  the  difficulties  attendant 
upon  the  editing  of  historical  materials  in  Nevada  are  unusually  great. 
Especially  during  the  last  biennium  have  we  been  limited  both  as  to 
time  and  money,  yet  in  the  Papers  of  the  Nevada  Historical  Society, 
recently  issued,  we  are  publishing  a  number  of  valuable  historical  papers. 

6.  Public  Service  of  the  Society:  As  a  general  bureau  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  economic,  political,  and  social  questions  pertaining  to  the  State, 
the  Historical  Society  has  thus  far  performed  its  chief  public  service 
through  a  large  and  increasing  correspondence.  Perhaps  second  in  impor¬ 
tance  is  the  influence  exerted  in  favor  of  the  celebration  of  historical  anni¬ 
versaries  and  the  consequent  evolution  of  a  stronger  social  consciousness. 

The  building  during  past  years  has  not  been  regularly  opened  to  the 
public  because  as  yet  no  adequate  provision  has  been  made  either  for 
assistance  or  for  the  safe-guarding  against  theft  on  the  part  of  visitors. 
Yet  frequently  we  have  announced  special  days  for  visitors,  and  rarely 
has  any  one  been  refused  who  at  another  time  has  asked  for  permission 
to  view  the  collection.  Since  the  opening  of  the  visitor’s  register  on 
June  10,  1913,  nearly  two  thousand  signatures  have  been  made,  and 
many  hundreds  of  people  have  come  and  gone  without  leaving  their 
names.  Many  have  come  merely  from  a  sense  of  curiosity  or  perhaps  of 
reverence  for  the  mementos  of  the  past,  but  not  a  few  have  made  fre¬ 
quent  visits  to  use  the  archives  for  the  investigation  of  historical  topics. 
During  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition,  loan  was  made  to 
Nevada  Building  of  the  Governors’  portraits  and,  in  return,  the  Society 
received  at  the  close  of  the  Exposition  the  registers  of  the  Nevada  Build¬ 
ing  and  several  other  valuable  souvenirs. 

7.  Additions  to  the  Library  and  Museum:  It  has  hitherto  been 
the  custom  to  print  the  names  and  gifts  of  the  various  contributors  to 
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the  Society  archives.  The  Secretary  regrets  that  this  year  it  is  impossible 
to  do  so  both  for  want  of  time  and  space.  Thousands  of  items  have 
been  added  during  the  past  four  years,  and  it  is  hoped  that  money  may 
soon  be  available  for  a  printed  catalogue  giving  due  credit  to  donors. 

8.  Special  Mention  of  a  Few  Rare  Items  and  Collections  by  Way 
of  Illustration: 

Nevada  Governors  and  State  Home  Souvenirs — Most  conspicuous  of  the 
accessions  of  the  last  four  years  is  the  collection  of  life-size  portraits  of 
Nevada  Governors,  photographed  from  the  oil  paintings  in  the  Capitol. 
From  the  standpoint  of  economic  values  these  pictures  are  of  small  impor¬ 
tance,  though  of  great  educational  worth,  but  the  fact  that  they  were  made 
by  Nevada’s  oldest  photographer,  who  personally  was  acquainted  with  the 
successive  Governors,  makes  of  them  real  historical  treasures.  To  this 
gallery  should  be  added  as  soon  as  possible  the  photographs  of  the  Acting 
Governors  who  actually  administered  the  government  during  a  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  the  Chief  Executive.  Belonging  to  state  house 
souvenirs,  although  exhibited  in  the  military  corner,  is  the  gas-pipe  arch 
presented  by  Mrs.  John  Sparks.  For  this  arch,  hung  with  muskets,  deco¬ 
rated  the  front  of  the  Capitol  when,  during  Governor  Sparks’s  adminis¬ 
tration,  President  Roosevelt  made  his  first  visit  to  Nevada  and  addressed 
his  Carson  City  audience  from  under  this  arch.  Today  once  more  the 
frame  is  hung  with  historic  guns,  souvenirs  of  the  Mexican,  Civil,  and 
Spanish  Wars  and  some  that  perchance  saw  no  armed  conflict  save  with 
the  native  American.  Here  also  hangs  the  weapon  of  Johnson  Sides,  the 
peacemaker.  State  activity  is  represented  again  in  printed  publications 
of  legislative  proceedings  such  as  have  been  donated  by  Hon.  T.  T.  Fair¬ 
childs,  along  with  the  pioneer  printing  press  of  Tuscarora.  Of  very  recent 
accession  are  the  photographs  of  the  battleship '’Nevada”  silver  service, 
rifle  team,  etc.,  from  the  Governor’s  office. 

Educational  Souvenirs:  Reminiscent  again  of  our  governmental  institu¬ 
tions,  although  in  a  different  sphere,  is  the  weather-vane,  door  and  hand- 
carved  wainscoting  from  the  first  schoolhouse  in  Reno  where  the  A  B  C’s- 
were  taught  to  future  legislators,  Governors  and  Chief  Justices.  Earlier 
even  than  Reno  educational  institutions  is  the  school  district  of  Glendale, 
organized  by  a  call  issued  from  Truckee  before  there  was  any  Reno.  The 
record  book  of  this  old  district,  as  also  the  original  call  for  organization 
is  preserved  through  the  thoughtfulness  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  0.  Sessions. 

And  not  less  significant  is  the  State  University  bond,  the  last  one  to  be 
redeemed  by  Washoe  County  in  fulfilment  of  its  pledge  to  provide  a  site 
upon  the  removal  of  the  institution  from  Elko.  This  was  secured  through 
the  efforts  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Stoddard.  From  Mrs.  Drappo  came,  shortly 
before  her  death,  copies  of  the  Nevada  State  Journal  of  1889  containing 
Reno  High  School  graduating  essays  of  E.  E.  Caine,  Nellie  Hymers, 
Henry  Martin,  Grace  Ward,  and  Ida  Mapes. 

The  Comstock:  Today,  even  as  of  old,  the  Comstock  is  a  name  with  which 
to  conjure  up  visions  of  wealth  and  luxury.  And  while  perchance  other 
parts  of  the  Commonwealth’s  history  may  have  been  neglected  because 
of  the  concentration  of  attention  upon  Virginia  City,  yet  Nevada’s  historical 
collection  would  be  poor  indeed  were  not  a  large  place  given  to  souvenirs 
of  the  Bonanza  days.  Thus  far  only  the  slightest  beginning  has  been 
made  in  this  direction,  yet  the  last  four  years  has  witnessed  the  addition 
of  many  hundreds  of  items  gathered  by  pioneer  hands  or  rescued  by  the- 
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j  younger  generation  after  the  passing  of  the  original  actors.  Such  is  the 
l  little  brass  bell  which  rang  up  the  first  curtain  at  the  old  McGuire  Opera 
House  where  for  many  years  millionaires  were  nightly  entertained. 

Bootjack:  Then  the  old  family  Bible,  forever  separated  from  its  owner 
in  the  big  fire  of  1875,  and  an  ornate  boot-remover,  which  must  have 
belonged  to  a  family  of  wealth,  tell  of  other  phases  of  those  good  old  days 


"The  School  District  of  Glendale,  organized  hy  a  call  issued  from  Truckee 
before  there  was  any  Reno.” 

as  does  the  profusely  illustrated  document  known  as  the  Miner  Pioneer’s 
Ten  Commandments  which  originated  in  the  brain  of  a  citizen  of  Gold 
Hill.  And  one  souvenir  there  is  which  links  the  city  on  the  slopes  of 
Mount  Davidson  with  the  continents  across  the  sea.  A  newspaper  in  its 
wrapper  directed  to  a  resident  of  Virginia  City  was  shipwrecked  on  the 
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steamer  Oregon  off  Queenstown,  but  finally  found  its  way  to  its  destination 
and  was  preserved  in  Virginia  City  in  the  Exempt  Firemen’s  cabinet, 
whence  in  1913  it  came  to  the  Nevada  Historical  Society.  And,  speaking 
of  Exempt  Firemen  relics,  one  is  reminded  of  the  valuable  gifts  of  the 


“The  lantern  used  by  Borax  Smith's  wife,  and  the  man-yoke  with  which  Mr. 
Smith  took  out  the  first  borax." 


Made  this  day  of 

in  (lie  year  of  our  Ixird  one  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  sixty 

nmVEKN  ^ 

...  ..- . '  v.  _ ;  j||S 

'■*  tlu'  swmd^art,  WITNESSETH,  That  tjn^said  part^f  of  the  first  part,  for  and  iucoasklemioa  a£,thej«o  - 
,,i  %r**i4*,  to  -jr-Sigf  3fo>,« 

1  ,:  ;  ;■  "d,  hr  the  said  partjf  of  the  soooud  part,  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged, 
u-mised,  released,  and  qnit-claimed,  and  by  these  presents  D;*^"  remise,  release,  and  quit  claim  tidto^tbo  ss' 

”!  the  srcontjjiarl,  all  ..vigluMitle  nrul  interest  in  and 

I.'  ii  '.  being  and  situate  in  Carson  -wit :  ~<M- >v 


Carson  County  (Nevada  Territory)  Mining  Deed. 

Wardell  family  comprising  pictures,  records  and  trappings  of  the  early 
fire  companies  of  Virginia,  as  also  Fred  Plunkett’s  gavel,  etc.,  of  the 
Monumental  Fire  Engine  Company. 
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Comstock  Relics  on  the  Way:  Donated  to  the  Society  through  the  efforts 
of  Mrs.  Clayton  Belknap,  but  not  yet  received,  are  several  boxes  full  of 
souvenirs  of  Virginia  City,  full  acknowledgment  of  which  must  wait  until 
a  later  date. 

Other  Pioneer  Reminders:  Of  other  pioneer  reminders  there  are  emigrant 
ox-yokes,  a  gambling  machine,  the  revolver  from  the  man  who  settled 
and  named  Eagle  Valley,  the  lantern  used  by  Borax  Smith’s  wife  and 
the  man-yoke  with  which  Mr.  Smith  himself  took  out  the  first  borax. 
There  are  old  Washoe  County  mining  deeds  of  1863,  and  an  1862  map 
of  the  Washoe  Silver  Region  of  Nevada  Territory .-Jf'There  are  reports  of 

40  GOLDEN  STATE  IRON  WORKS. 


HEPBURN  &  PETERSON’S  PANS  AND  SEPARATORS. 


For  Reducing  and  Amalgamating  Gold  and  Silver  Ore9. 

We  invite  the  Mining  Public  to  examine  the  record  of  our 
Machines  before  adopting  any  other  for  producing  similar  results. 
They  have  been  in  general  use  for  the  past  three  years,  during 
which  time  they  have  been  repeatedly  tried  in  comparison  with 
every  other  machine  of  note,  and  of  a  similar  nature,  and  have 
invariably  been  adopted  in  preference  ;  which  facts  we  offer  as  the 
most  suitable  recommendation,  and  which  is  attested  by  the 
following  list  of 


Principal  Mills  TTsing;  Them  s 

Names  of  Companies.  Location  of  Mill. 

GOULD  &  CURRY . Virginia  City ,  Nevada. 

SILVER  STATE  REDUCTION  WORKS. . . Empire  City ,  Nevada. 

OPHIR . Waslioo  City,  Nevada. 

EDWARD  McLEAN . Silver  City,  Nevada. 

SANTIAGO . Zephyr  Flat,  Nevada. 

RAPHAEL  &  HUSTED . Gold  Hill,  Nevada. 

FRENCH  &  BESLER . Day  ton,  Nevada. 

HERMAN,  KETCHER  &  CO . . . Carson  River,  Nevada. 

A.  SL1TRO . Dayton;  Nevada. 

DAVIS  &  BARRON . . Carson  City,  Nevada. 

PHCENIX . Silver  City,  Nevada. 

CHAS.  S.  COUVER . Silver  City,  Nevada. 

PIONEER . Silver  City,  Nevada. 

L.  A.  BOOTHE  &  CO . Virginia  City,  Nevada. 

A.  DELAND .  Washoe,  Nevada. 

SUCCOR  MILL  AND  MINING  CO . Gold  Hill,  Nevada. 

RODGERS  &  GRISSAM . Silver  City,  Nevada. 

ANDERSON  &  SEAL . Washoe,  Nevada. 

TEAKLS,  ROGERS  &  CO . Nevada. 

MELVILLE  KELSEY . Silver  City,  Nevada. 

HUDGIN  &  FORMAN . Silver  City,  Nevada. 

YELLOW  JACKET . Empire  City,  Nevada. 

BF.LDIN  &  GREGORY .  Esmeralda,  Nevada. 

HECKENDORN . .Calaveras  Co.,  California. 

CARSON  CREEK . Calaveras  Co.,  California. 

CROWN  LEAD.. . . Mariposa  Co.,  California. 

BIG  BLUE  LEAD . Tulare  Co.,  California. 

EAGLE . Amador  Co.,  California. 

E.  T.  STEEN . Amador  Co.,  California. 

IDA  MILL . Owens  River,  California. 

ALACRAN . Sonora,  Mexico. 

SANTA  CLARA . Sonora,  Mexico. 

ROSARIO  &  CARMAN . Sonora,  Mexico. 

LI  BERT  AD . . . . . * . Sonora,  Mexico. 

DON  JUAN  ROBINSON . Sonora,  Mexico. 

Manufactured  at  the  Golden  State  Iron  Works ,  in  San  Francisco. 

HEPBURN  «&  PETERSON. 


Principal  Mills. 

the  old  mining  companies,  such  as  the  Justice  and  the  Crown  Point 
Extension ;  there  is  the  old  book  containing  patterns  of  the  first  quartz¬ 
milling  machinery,  turned  out  by  the  Golden  State  Iron  Works  of  SaA 
Francisco. 

There  are  the  reminders  of  the  camps  of  Hamilton  and  Treasure  City 
saved  by  Mrs.  Alex  Muir  of  Hamilton.  Then  also  the  souvenirs  of  the 
first  railways  must  not  be  overlooked;  the  Virginia  and  Gold  Hill 
Directory  of  1873-1874;  the  picture  of  Palisade  before  the  building  of 
the  Eureka  and  Palisade;  the  N.-C.-O.  Certificate  of  Indebtedness  to  a 
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man  who  helped  to  lay  the  ties  of  that  transportation  line.  But  many 
of  these  articles  here  enumerated  are  part  of  another  collection  made^by 
another,  but  younger,  citizen  of  Nevada. 

The  Capt.  Davis  Loan  Collection:  The  Nevada  Historical  Society  is  not 
merely  the  recipient  of  many  gifts  but  it  undertakes  to  care  for  and  exhibit 
such  things  as  the  owners  have  not  yet  decided  to  forever  renounce  title  to, 
but  which  are  clearly  in  safer  keeping  in  the  State’s  building  than 
they  could  possibly  be  in  the  ordinary  dwelling-house  or  store  building. 
Illustrative  of  this  feature  of  the  work  is  the  large  and  constantly  grow- 


First  Quartz-Milling  Machinery. 

ing  collection  of  Capt.  Herman  Davis.  Its  most  characteristic  feature  is 
the  motley  array  of  firearms  of  all  sizes  and  descriptions  which  has  already 
brought  more  than  one  connoisseur  to  look  and  to  long  and  to  petition  for 
the  privilege  of  sale  or  exchange.  But  the  interest  of  this  unusual  collector 
has  not  been  confined  to  fighting  implements.  Indian  souvenirs,  curios 
from  the  Orient  and  ancient  Babylonia,  early  mining  camp  and  emigrant 
party  reminders,  lie  side  by  side  on  the  shelves. 

Relics  of  First  Nevadans:  To  the  already  considerable  display  of  ethno¬ 
logical  specimens  the  Society  has  of  late  added  two  hundred  and  thirty 
Indian  artifacts  from  Humboldt  Lake  near  the  guano  burial  cave  exca¬ 
vated  in  1910-1911.  Ice  picks,  rubbing  stones,  mortars,  pestles  and 
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arrow-points  are  found  here  in  abundance  and  with  each  advancing  year 
become  of  greater  value  as  the  mementos  of  a  vanishing  race.AThrough 
the  kindness  of  Miss  Grace  Lamb  of  Death  Valley,  a  number  of  Indian 
relics  from  southern  Nevada  have  been  recently  received. 

Large  General  Donations:  On  two  occasions  the  Society  has  been  the 
recipient  of  the  literary  contents  of  some  old  attic  or  storeroom  .-\Trom 


Mrs.  A.  T.  Donnels  in  the  summer  of  1914  we  received  many  scientific 
and  religious  works  of  the  middle  or  even  beginning  of  the  19th  century. 
Later  in  the  same  year  Mr.  R.  L.  Fulton  gave  files  of  old  magazines,  gov¬ 
ernment  documents  now  out  of  print,  including  Civil  War  military  and 
naval  works,  as  well  as  a  number  of  rare  Nevada  items  such  as  the  Truck ee 


‘Tonopah  four  months  after  discovery  of  values.” 

(Picture  from  loan  collection  of  Capt.  Davis.) 

Basin  and  Lake  Tahoe  Directory  of  1884-5,  the  government  report  upon 
Nevada  climate  in  1891,  and  the  Standing  Rules  of  the  State  Senate  for 
the  twelfth  session  of  the  Nevada  Legislature. 

Things  of  National  Importance:  Linking  Nevada  to  the  larger  national 
field  of  interest  are  a  number  of  recently  acquired  articles  as,  for  instance, 
the  framed  copy  of  the  Emancipation  Proclamation,  printed  in  1864,  and 
hung  in  the  State  Capitol  in  those  early  days  when  freedom  for  the  black 
man  was  a  new  and  wondrous  thing.  Men  who  have  personal  remem¬ 
brance  of  those  stirring  times  were  minded  to  preserve  this  souvenir  for 
all  time  by  placing  it  in  the  one  building  in  Nevada  which  is  sacred  to 
such  a  duty. 
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The  signature  of  William  McKinley  shortly  before  his  assassination 
appears  on  a  pardon  granted  to  a  Nevada  man.  A  parcel-post  wrapper 
and  stamp  used  on  the  initial  day  of  the  extension  of  the  United  States 
mail  service  to  the  transportation  of  produce  tells  of  another  federal 
relationship.  Connected  with  the  Western  State  only  by  virtue  of  having 
been  in  the  possession  of  one  of  its  citizens  is  the  Ulster  County  Gazette 
in  mourning  for  Washington,  the  framed  1776  Centennial  stock  certificate 
and  the  saddle  ridden  through  the  Civil  War  by  the  man  who  lowered 
the  flag  from  the  Confederate  Capitol  at  Richmond.  Recalling  still 
another  phase  of  Civil  War  history  is  the  collection  of  manuscripts  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  removal  of  the  bodies  of  forty-six  United  States  soldiers  from  the 
cemetery  at  Fort  Churchill  to  Carson  City  186.4;  for  Fort  Churchill  was 
in  the  spotlight  during  the  Nevada  Indian  wars  when  larger  issues  were 
at  stake  than  that  of  the  mere  disposal  of  a  small  native  tribe.  Souvenirs 
from  Fort  McDermitt  have  been  received  through  the  thoughtfulness  of 
Miss  Augusta  Brusso,  and  many  invaluable  treasures  from  Fort  Halleck 
form  a  part  of  the  notable  Mayer-Bangs  (Elko)  donation  of  several  hundred 
articles.  Presidential  campaign  emblems  saved  by  Hon.  W.  W.  Booher 
have  also  found  their  way  into  the  archives.  Relics  from  the  battlefields 
of  Bull  Run  have  been  donated  by  Mr.  N.  K.  Franklin. 

*  Gridley  Sanitary  Sack  of  Flour — But  rarest  of  ail  and  having  its  origin 
in  Nevada  is  the  sack  of  flour  which  won  such  fabulous  sums  for  the  San¬ 
itary  Commission  in  1864.  When  Mr.  Gridley’s  daughter,  Mrs.  Josephine 
Wood,  brought  back  to  its  place  of  derivation  the  world-famous  sack  of 
flour  and  the  quaint  old  photographs  that  serve  to  identify  it,  she  gave 
to  this  State  a  treasure  for  which  more  than  one  city  in  California  had 
bid  in  vain  and  which  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  Washington  would 
have  been  proud  to  receive. 

Nevada  Schools  Collecting  for  Historical  Society:  Several  donations  hitherto 
mentioned  have  come  from  teachers  and  school  children  located  in  various 
parts  of  the  State.  Another  substantial  gift  came  last  year  from  the  Elko 
County  High  School  in  the  files  of  the  Times-Review,  printed  in  Tusca- 
rora  in  1882  and  1883. 


IV.  Fiscal  Report  for  1913-1914,  on  State  Appropriations. 


CURRENT  EXPENSE  FUND 

Receipts _ _ 

Disbursements — 

Lights  and  water _ _ _ 

Fuel _ _ _ _ _ 

Telegrams  and  telephones _ 

Express,  freight,  and  transfer _ 

Traveling  expenses _ 

Supplies  and  equipment _ 

Furniture _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Postage _ _ 

Purchase  of  books,  etc _ _ 

Printing,  half-tones,  binding _ _  ... 

Meetings _ _ _ 

Labor  and  services _ 

Building  and  grounds _ _ _ 

BUILDING  FUND 

Receipts _ 

Disbu  rsements — 

Window  shades _ _ _ _ _ 

On  gallery. . . . . . . 


$5,000.00 


$128.60 
.  179.50 
70.67 
139.93 

197.50 

326.50 
.  222.18 

52.00 
.  270.84 
406.09 

107.50 
1,408.69 
.1,490.00 

-  $5,000.00 

. . $117.47 


$16.50 

100.97 


$117.47 
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V.  Fiscal  Report  for  1915-1916  and  Statement  of  Present  Conditions  and 
Needs  of  the  Society,  as  Reported  to  the  Executive  Council. 

A.  Fiscal  Report,  1915-1916,  of  the  Secretary  on  State 
Appropriations. 

As  you  are  aware,  certified  expenditures  for  the  Society  from  state 
appropriations  thereto  have  been  signed  by  yourselves  and  audited  by 
the  Board  of  Examiners,  all  claims  having  been  paid  by  the  State  Treas¬ 
urer  in  the  same  manner  as  with  other  state  departments. 

CURRENT  EXPENSE  FUND 


Receipts.. - - - - $5,000.00 

Disbursements — 

Lights  and  water _ $134.20 

Fuel. - -  322.96 

Telegrams  and  telephones _  69.01 

Express,  freight,  and  transfer _  53.25 

Traveling  expenses _ 414.88 

Supplies  and  equipment. _ _  620.90 

Postage - . 39.40 

Purchase  of  books  and  museum  articles _  224.05 

Printing,  half-tones,  binding _ 304.21 

Meetings _ 12.85 

Labor  and  salary  of  assistants _ 1,908.55 

Building  and  grounds _  895.74 

-  $5,000.00 

PIONEER  CABINET  FUND 

Receipts - ... _ $125.00 

Disbursements — 

Labor  and  freight _  $88.66 

Materials _ 24.34 

Traveling  expenses _  12.00 

-  $125.00 


B.  Present  Condition  and  Needs  of  the  Society — Recommendations 
to  the  Executive  Council. 

1.  Financial  Support — Our  chief  need  for  the  new  biennium  is  money 
with  which  to  push  the  work  of  collection  and  arrangement.  This  work 
of  collecting  should  not  be  hampered  by  any  false  notion  of  economy. 
An  eastern  writer  of  note  said  to  the  Secretary,  in  a  letter  acknowledging 
receipt  of  our  second  report,” I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  people  of  your 
State  are  taking  an  interest  in  the  State’s  history  and  I  should  think 
your  Society  ought  to  be  immediately  well  supplied  with  funds  in  order 
that  you  may  secure  for  preservation  before  it  is  too  late  (as  it  is  in  some 
cases)  much  that  will  be  vital  to  posterity.  Fine  public  buildings  and 
all  that  sort  of  thing  are  essential  in  any  community,  but  it  should  not 
be  forgotten  that  buildings  can  be  erected  at  any  time,  while  some  other 
things  need  immediate  attention  or  they  will  vanish  forever.  In  this 
latter  class  come  the  historical  records,  diaries,  journals,  statements,  etc., 
of  old  inhabitants  and  so  on.  I  hope  your  Society  will  have  funds  enough 
to  be  active  in  that  direction.”1 

But  the  work  of  collecting  is  an  expensive  one,  not  merely  because  of 
large  traveling  expenses  in  a  State  like  this,  but  also  because  a  highly 
skilled  worker  is  needed  in  the  field  and  another  in  charge  of  the  office 
work  in  Reno  at  the  same  time.  In  addition  to  the  work  of  gathering 
together  pioneer  history,  provision  should  be  made  for  emergency  cases 
when  anthropological  and  ethnological  materials  are  discovered.  One 

*Mr.  F.  S.  Dallenbaugh,  author  of  "A  Canyon  Voyage,”  "Romance  of  the  Colorado  River,”  "North 
Americans  of  Yesterday,”  "Fremont  and  ’49,”  "Breaking  the  Wilderness.” 
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case  of  this  kind  occurred  near  Lovelock  and,  because  the  Nevada  His¬ 
torical  Society  was  without  funds,  to  California  was  given  the  privilege 
of  excavation  and  ownership  of  valuable  Indian  materials.  With  the 
future  exploration  of  Nevada  lands  by  prospectors  and  in  connection  with 
irrigation  projects,  many  discoveries  of  anthropological  data  will  doubt¬ 
less  be  forthcoming  and  for  such  contingencies  provision  should  be  made. 

In  addition  to  larger  funds  for  collection  and  care  of  historical  materials, 
some  plan  should  be  devised  looking  toward  the  erection  at  no  far  distant 
date  of  a  larger  and  more  suitable  building  for  the  housing  of  the  archives. 
Five  thousand  dollars  would  purchase  an  adjoining  lot  and  provide  for  a 
waterproofed  basement  with  temporary  roof  to  allow  for  the  expansion 
of  the  coming  two  years. 

Furthermore,  it  would  be  desirable,  should  the  State  be  able  to  make 
provision,  that  our  organization  should  gather  and  immediately  catalogue 
all  printed  materials  published  now  or  hitherto  in  this  State,  to  the  end 
that  all  such  information  should  be  made  available  for  the  use  of  students 
and  business  men  as  well  as  state  officials.  Should  adequate  provision 
be  made  for  the  work  of  collection  as  hitherto  outlined,  this  function  also 
might  well  be  undertaken  by  the  Society,  as  also  the  survey  of  public  his¬ 
torical  documents  in  county,  town,  and  state  archives. 

For  this  latter  work  California  two  years  ago  appropriated  the  sum  of 
$10,000  and  she  will  be  asked  for  a  largely  increased  sum  in  the  coming 
legislative  session. 

I  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  budget : 

Estimate  of  Expenses  for  1917  1918 


FOR  CURRENT  EXPENSES 

Lights  and  water _ $200.00 

Fuel _ _ 520.00 

Telegrams  and  telephone _ 100.00 

Express,  freight  and  transfer _  100.00 

Supplies  and  equipment _  700.00 

Postage  _ 100.00 

Purchase  of  books,  etc _  500.00 

Printing,  half-tones,  binding _  500.00 

Meetings - 100.00 

Assistants _ 4,680.00 

Traveling  and  work  with  ex-Nevadans _  1,000.00 


Total  for  current  expenses _ _ _ $8,500.00 

FOR  BUILDING 

To  purchase  adjoining  lot  and  make  waterproof  basement  with  temporary 

iron  roof - - - - - $5,000.00 


The  Secretary  has,  in  previous  reports,  called  attention  to  the  need  for 
a  law  providing  for  the  proper  care  and  custody  of  the  public  records, 
including  state,  county,  town,  and  court  records,  and  for  state  supervision 
of  the  same.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  something  can  be  done  by  the  next 
Legislature  toward  the  securing  of  such  a  law. 

The  Secretary  recommends  that  the  law  of  1907,  which  recognizes  the 
Nevada  Historical  Society  as  a  state  institution,  and  which  provides  for 
the  publication  of  its  biennial  report,  be  amended  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  only  the  business  report  available  for  free  distribution,  the  papers 
being  printed  separately  and  held  by  the  Society  for  its  members  and 
for  sale. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Jeanne  Elizabeth  Wier,  Secretary. 

The  above  report  was  approved  by  the  council. 
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/  In  conclusion,  Governor  Boyle,  allow  me  to  summarize  the  past  and 
present  of  our  work  in  a  few  words : 

Hitherto,  for  lack  of  necessary  funds,  a  large  portion  of  our  time  and 
energy  has  been  expended  in  trying  to  atone  for  a  lack  of  proper  financial 
provision — in  overcoming,  as  it  were,  the  handicap  with  which  each  new 
/  biennium  we  have  started  on  the  race.  We  have  been  almost  without 
I  clerical  assistance,  yet  we  have  been  able  to  receive  and  accession  thou¬ 
sands  of  gifts,  a  large  correspondence  has  been  maintained,  and  a  per¬ 
manent  system  of  marking  exhibits  installed,  which  increases  the  value 
r  of  our  collection  manyfold.  What  we  have  achieved  has  been  done  against 

1  tremendous  odds  and  is  no  criterion  of  what  may  be  expected  when  we 
are  allowed  to  engage  in  regular  and  systematic  endeavor. 

To  gather  the  data  from  Pioneers,  to  record  the  conduct  of  public  affairs 
as  also  of  the  social  and  economic  conditions  of  the  early  days  and  at  the 
same  time  to  awaken  an  historic  consciousness  throughout  the  State  is  no 
easy  task.  But  this  is  the  work  that  we  have  set  ourselves  to  do.  To 
just  the  extent  that  the  people  of  Nevada  come  to  realize  that  the  present 
and  the  future  must  inevitably  be  the  product  of  the  past,  and  that  present 
policies,  if  wise,  must  be  based  upon  past  experience,  to  that  extent  will 
the  need  of  our  labors  become  evident.  That  you,  the  honored  child  of 
pioneer  parents  and  a  native  son  of  this  State,  are  coming  to  be  a  leader 
in  the  evolution  of  this  historic  consciousness  is  to  us  a  source  of  great 
encouragement. 

In  the  hope  that  Nevada  may  be  able  to  find  a  way  to  preserve  the 
sources  of  her  very  unique  history,  I  remain 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

JEANNE  ELIZABETH  WIER, 

Secretary. 


* 
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